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action. " Edinburgh Castle was still in the hands
of Mary's adherents and was commanded by
Kirkcaldy of Grange, one of the outstanding
leaders of the Congregation in its early days and
a stalwart in the fight for the Reformation, but
now won over to the queen. Knox and Grange
had quarrelled, for the latter, apart from adopting
the queen's cause, had pursued tactics which
Knox could not forgive. A servant of Grange's
retinue had been imprisoned in Tolbooth, and,
regarding the imprisonment as unjust, Grange had
attacked the prison and released Ms follower.
Knox declaimed from the pulpit that it was
scandalous that Grange should take upon him-
self to interfere with the due process of the law,
and then began a contest in which both partici-
pants indulged in the most unrestrained language.
Knox might have been in actual danger had not
the anti-queen party in Ayrshire warned Grange,
in a letter, that any attack on Knox would be
visited with their instant retribution. Grange did
not dare to ignore the threat.
The new regent, Lennox, could not maintain
peace in Scotland. The queen's followers con-
tinued to grow in power, and parts of the country
refused to acknowledge the regent. Clashes
betweeji the adherents of the exiled queen and
of the regent were of frequent occurrence, and
Scotland seemed on the verge of a bitter civil